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WORKERS' COMPENSATION AND REHABILITATION AND OTHER 
LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL; WORKERS' COMPENSATION AND 
REHABILITATION (PROTECTING FIREFIGHTERS) AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (11.34 pm): Tonight, I also would like to tell a story about a 
gentleman who was affected by the legislation that is under consideration here tonight. I rise to speak 
in favour of the Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation (Protecting Firefighters) Amendment Bill 
2015. When I refer to the gentleman who was affected by the bills that we are talking about tonight, I 
want to pay tribute to this man who was previously a constituent of mine. His name was Glenn Sippel. 
Unfortunately, Glenn died on 15 September 2014 of mesothelioma. Around the time of his retirement 
from the QFES, some six months before his death, Glenn said in a newspaper article that his main aim 
was to go out and do the job, bring the boys home safe, do the paperwork and go home.  

Glenn Sippel was a firefighter who served my community for 43 years as an auxiliary firefighter. 
He was a man who was revered by the community and they mourned his loss. Unfortunately, when 
Glenn contracted mesothelioma he was unable to benefit from the provisions of the legislation put 
forward in the LNP’s bill tonight. That is the presumptive legislation that we are talking about where 
people who have served as firefighters for a certain amount of time—and Glenn served for 43 years 
before he contracted mesothelioma—will not have to contest a WorkCover claim in order to access 
workers compensation. 

I know, as does the member for Burnett, that Glenn’s family and Glenn himself were deeply 
distressed by the fact that they had to contract lawyers and make their case to WorkCover in order to 
access workers compensation. As this all unfolded last year, I spoke to the then attorney-general and 
the premier about the matter. Partly as a result of those representations I was extraordinarily glad that, 
late last year, the then government announced that we would be introducing this presumptive legislation 
to change the WorkCover Act so that firefighters who have served our state for so long will be able to 
access the WorkCover compensation scheme if they contract an asbestos related disease. That is the 
effect of the bill that was introduced by the member for Kawana earlier this year. I commend the member 
for introducing that bill. I table some documents in relation to this matter. 
Tabled paper: Media article, undated, titled ‘Obituary, Funeral for a friend’ [1105]. 

Tabled paper: Article from the Fassifern Guardian, dated 17 September 2014, titled ‘A man devoted to family and community’ 
[1106]. 

Glenn Sippel was simply a magnificent firefighter for the area that I live in around Boonah. But 
there are many other firefighters and many other emergency services personnel in Queensland who 
will benefit from this legislation. I am extraordinarily proud that it was the LNP government that 
announced the change in policy and that it is the LNP that has introduced this bill to extend the 
presumptive legislation to all people who serve as firefighters for a certain amount of time.  

Can I also say that having the provisions in the bill extended to rural firefighters is an extraordinary 
step. It is one that only came about because of the pressure that was brought to bear by the opposition 
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and the LNP. The government members opposite were quite prepared to leave the rural fighters 
hanging out there without any protection at all. I do not know why the government members discriminate 
against rural firefighters.  

Why do they hate rural firefighters so much? They were dragged kicking and screaming to a 
position where they are extending the same protection to rural firefighters. Rural firefighters defend 
93 per cent of this state from bushfire. In fact, extending the protection to all firefighters was not even 
the idea of those opposite anyway. It was the LNP’s policy position last year that has brought about this 
change. I commend the finding of the committee that examined this bill that I hope the government will 
accept tonight. I believe they are going to.  

Mr Millar: They should.  

Mr KRAUSE: They should indeed. It will extend the presumptive legislation protection to rural 
firefighters. The concept that you have to visit 150 fires as a rural firey to be protected by this legislation 
is a furphy.  

Mr Millar: It is an insult.  

Mr KRAUSE: It is an insult, member for Gregory. We all know that asbestos exposure can 
happen on one occasion. If the circumstances are wrong for a particular individual, that person can 
develop an asbestos related disease. Rural firefighters deserve protection just as much as auxiliary and 
other firefighters. We have a lot of rural firefighters in my electorate of Beaudesert, from Aratula in the 
west to Beechmont in the east and many, many rural fire brigades in between. I know that they will all 
appreciate the fact that, if they go to a fire now and they unfortunately in the future develop an asbestos 
related disease, they will be automatically covered by WorkCover legislation which protects them and 
will give their family comfort in the process that goes forward from there.  

Glenn Sippel developed mesothelioma in April last year. He received the diagnosis only a month 
after he retired. I know that if this legislation had been in place at that time it would have been of great 
comfort to his family. They had great plans to travel Europe, to caravan Australia. Unfortunately those 
plans were cut short by this terrible disease. Asbestos related diseases are a curse. All governments 
of all persuasions should do more to try to prevent people developing these diseases.  

I commend the government for accepting the recommendation of the committee. I commend the 
LNP government and the attorney at the time for listening to the concerns that were in the community 
about the WorkCover legislation and the fact that people affected by asbestos related disease were 
forced to go through essentially a litigious process to have their claim covered. I support the LNP’s bill 
put before the parliament tonight. I cannot support the government’s bill as a whole. Like many things 
that this government has done, it is bad for the economy, it is bad for jobs, it is bad for growth. It will 
send WorkCover premiums up over time. The government is forcing WorkCover to draw down on its 
reserves to accommodate the policy changes in this bill tonight and that will lead to higher premiums 
for all small businesses. This is essentially a tax on jobs that the government is introducing through its 
bill tonight and we should oppose that because this parliament should be about creating jobs for people, 
not taking them away, and this bill will cost job for Queenslanders. 

 


